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●​ For Authors 

Introduction 

Applied Econometrics Letters only accepts papers with a maximum word count of 2,500 
words. Tables/figures should be kept to a minimum, with no more than 4. The journal 
charges no fee, neither submission nor production fees. There is no appeal to editorial 
decisions. All manuscripts will be read by the Editor-in-Chief and, if deemed unsuitable, 
will be desk rejected. Those manuscripts found suitable for the journal will be sent to at 
least two reviewers, and a double-blind approach to reviewing will be implemented. The 
Editor-in-Chief will, in consultation with the reviewers’ reports, accept a manuscript as 
is, request a revision, or reject the manuscript. In all cases, the Editor-in-Chief’s decision 
will be promptly conveyed to authors via email. 

 

The submission has not been previously published, nor is it before another journal for 
consideration. 

The text adheres to the stylistic and bibliographic requirements outlined in the Author 
Guidelines, which are found below. 

To ensure blind review, ensure the manuscript does not carry any author identifiers. 

 

Submission checklist 

●​ Title page: include full names of all authors, their institutional affiliation details, and 
email address. 

●​ Identify one co-author/author as the corresponding author. All editorial decisions will 
be communicated to the corresponding author. 

Manuscript preparation 



●​ Each manuscript should be a maximum of 2,500 words. Alternatively, 12 pages is 
preferred, where tables and figures can be in single spacing while the rest of the paper 
should be in double spacing. 

●​ Each manuscript should have an abstract of less than 70 words, 2-3 keywords, and 2-3 
JEL classification codes. 

●​ All tables and figures should include titles and detailed notes. Notes should not be 
about discussing results in the tables/figures; rather, they should explain what the 
table is about so that reading the table becomes self-explanatory. 

●​ Manuscripts should be free of spelling and grammar issues. 
●​ The referencing style should follow APA format. In-text papers should be cited as: 

single-authored papers “Salisu (2025)”; two-authored papers as “Salisu & Adediran 
(2025)”; and three or more co-authored papers as “Salisu et al. (2025)”. The full 
reference should be written as: 

●​ Salisu, A. (2025). Measuring the predictive content of a new index. Applied 
Econometrics Letters, 3, 86-99. 

●​ Salisu, A., & Adediran, A. (2025). Measuring the predictive content of a new index. 
Applied Econometrics Letters, 3, 86-99. 

●​ Salisu, A., Adediran, A.I., & Ogbonna, A.E. (2025). Measuring the predictive content 
of a new index. Applied Econometrics Letters, 3, 86-99. 

●​ All cited papers should appear in the reference list. Keep references/citations to a 
minimum. 

 

Data and Replication Statement 

All manuscripts should be accompanied by statements about data, including sources of 
data, and any formatting, processing or manipulation of data. The information should be 
sufficient to ensure data transparency and replication. All procedures for replication, 
including codes and methods, should be documented such that replication of findings can 
be undertaken. 

 

CRediT Statement 

The Applied Econometrics Letters journal requires that authors submit a CRediT 
(Contributor Roles Taxonomy) statement together with their manuscript. Authors are 



allowed to share an accurate and detailed description of their diverse contributions to 
their research work. 

●​ It is the responsibility of the corresponding author to ensure that the descriptions of 
each author’s role (contributions) are accurate and agreed upon by all authors. 

●​ A list of categories under which author roles/contributions can be delegated is 
presented in the Table below. Each author’s contribution to the relevant category 
should be documented. Where authors have contributed to multiple categories, this 
should be clearly identified. 

●​ It should be noted that authorship (and or the order of authorship) is not dependent on 
CRediT. 

 

Terms and their definitions 

Conceptualisation - Ideas: formulation of idea, objective, research goals and aims. 

Methodology – Design, augmentation, and refinement of methodology and the empirical 
model. 

Software - Writing and designing of computer code and programmes, software 
development and code testing 

Validation – Verification of results, result replication and reproduction 

Formal Analysis – Implementation and application of statistical, mathematical, 
computational, or other formal techniques to analyze or synthesize study data 

Investigation - Testing of research hypotheses, data analysis and reporting, experiment 
design and conduct 

Resources - Provision of study materials, instrumentation, computing resources, or other 
analysis tools 

Data Curation - Management activities to annotate (produce metadata), scrape data, and 
maintain research data 

Writing – Original Draft - Writing draft paper (including substantive translation) 



Writing – Review and Editing – Reviewing and rewriting the original draft, including 
pre-or post-publication stages 

Visualisation - Preparation, creation and/or presentation of the published work, 
specifically visualization/ data presentation 

Supervision - Oversight and leadership responsibility for the research activity planning 
and execution, including mentorship external to the core team 

Project Administration - Management and coordination responsibility for the research 
activity planning and execution 

Funding Acquisition - Acquisition of the financial support for the project leading to this 
publication 

 

An example of a CRediT author statement: 

Umar Ndako: Conceptualization, Methodology, Software. Yaya Olaoluwa: Data curation, 
Writing- Original draft preparation. Aliyu Rufai: Visualization, Investigation. Lateef 
Akanni: Supervision. Ismail Fasanya: Software, Validation. 

 

Online Submission 

Our online submission system follows Scholastica, and all papers must be submitted 
online. You will be required to create an account, and once logged in, you will be guided 
through a very user-friendly way to manuscript submission. 

 

All papers undergo an iThenticate plagiarism test before peer review and acceptance for 
publication. 

 

Formatting Requirements 

All papers should start with an introduction section, have an empirical/results section, and 
a concluding section. These three sections are mandatory. Other sections that are typically 



part of a manuscript, such as literature review, theory, methodology, etc., can be either 
combined in the introduction or empirical section or written as a separate section. 

All manuscripts (excluding tables/figures) should be in double line spacing using Times 
New Roman and font size 12. 

Figures/tables should be embedded in the exact place in the text where they should 
appear. 
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●​ About 

Applied Econometrics Letters is a quarterly journal that aims to be a “letters” type journal 

covering all areas of econometrics, broadly defined. Research on recent developments 

and application of econometrics methodologies have continued to dominate the literature, 

and that at a growing pace, cum the need to publish cutting-edge ideas, preliminary 

findings and policy issues faster. Applied Econometrics Letters, therefore, aims to bridge 

the theoretical econometric models and real-world data empirical analysis research gap. 

Applied Econometrics Letters also features rigorous, original research papers that 

advance the application of econometric techniques to real-world problems in diverse 

fields, including economics, finance, health economics, public policy, and related fields. 

Applied Econometrics Letters is committed to publishing cutting-edge research that apply 

econometric methodologies to contemporary issues. Papers that utilise both traditional 

econometric methods and newer developments are welcomed. Submissions should focus 

on theoretical advancements, methodological innovations, empirical application, or a 

combination of these areas. 

All submissions should be less than 2,500 words, all inclusive (tables, figures, and 

references). While the communication should be concise in the spirit of a letter-type 

paper, the paper needs to contain academic rigour. Applied Econometrics Letters is an 

open-access journal and does not charge any submission or publication fees. 

All submissions will be reviewed in the first instance by the Editor-in-Chief. If the 

manuscript is deemed suitable for the journal, it will be assigned to at least two 

independent reviewers. Applied Econometrics Letters practices a double-blind review 

process, with a turnaround time of up to 4 months between the submission and final 

decision. 

Copyright and Permissions: The publisher of Applied Econometrics Letters, CEAR, is 

located in Nigeria, and hence all materials published in this journal adhere to the 



copyright laws of Nigeria. Authors should ensure that all third-party materials and their 

respective rights holders are identified in their manuscripts and submissions. This is to 

prevent potential copyright infringements, plagiarism issues, and infringements of 

third-party rights. Authors must secure any required permissions prior to publication of 

their manuscripts and materials. Authors retain the rights to their published articles and 

materials and can share or reuse them subject to international copyright laws. 

Archiving and Repository Policies: The journal’s content is actively archived in the 

Centre for Econometrics and Applied Research (CEAR), Ibadan, Nigeria, database at 

https://cear.org.ng/journals/ael. The journal does not restrict authors from depositing a 

copy of their published paper on their personal websites and in an institutional or other 

repository of their choice, such as ResearchGate. 

Licensing: Applied Econometrics Letters is an open-access journal distributed under the 

terms of the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License (CC BY-SA 4.0). 

View this license’s legal deed and legal code for more information at Creative Commons. 

Ownership and Management: The journal is owned and managed by the Centre for 

Econometrics and Applied Research (CEAR), Ibadan, Nigeria. The owner can be 

contacted via the contact details below. 

Revenue Sources: The journal does not charge any submission or publication fees. The 

Journal is sponsored by the publisher, the Centre for Econometrics and Applied Research 

(CEAR), Ibadan, Nigeria. 

Marketing: Marketing is done by the Centre for Econometrics and Applied Research 

(CEAR), Ibadan, Nigeria (the journal publisher) through its website and networks; see 

https://cear.org.ng. 

Advertising: The journal does not undertake any advertising. 
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https://cear.org.ng/journals/ael
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●​ Statement of Ethics 

The Editorial Board of Applied Econometrics Letters (AEL) and the publisher Centre for 

Econometrics and Applied Research (CEAR) are committed to ensuring the highest 

standards of research and professional publication. AEL has based its ethics statement on 

COPE’s Best Practice Guidelines. The Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE) 

provides resources for journal editors, peer reviewers, and authors on the topic of 

professional publishing standards at publicationethics.org. 

EDITORIAL PUBLICATION DECISIONS​

The AEL editorial process is managed by the Editor-in-Chief and his team of Co-Editors. 

All publication decisions are undertaken by the Editor-in-Chief regarding articles 

submitted to AEL. The editor may be guided by the policies of the journal’s editorial 

board and constrained by such legal requirements as shall then be in force regarding libel, 

copyright infringement, and plagiarism. The editor may confer with other editors or 

reviewers in making this decision. 

An editor will evaluate manuscripts for their intellectual content without regard to race, 

gender, sexual orientation, religious belief, ethnic origin, citizenship, or political 

philosophy of the authors. The editor and any editorial staff must not disclose any 

http://publicationethics.org/


information about a submitted manuscript to anyone other than the corresponding author, 

reviewers, potential reviewers, other editorial advisers, and the publisher, as appropriate. 

Unpublished materials disclosed in a submitted manuscript must not be used in an 

editor’s own research without the express written consent of the manuscript author. 

PLAGIARISM​

Applied Econometrics Letters publishes only original research and is committed to 

deterring plagiarism, including self-plagiarism. Therefore, authors must ensure that their 

submissions are original. In case authors used the words and/or works of others, they 

should ensure that such words and/or works are appropriately quoted or cited in their 

submissions. Article submissions with plagiarism issues are automatically rejected, and 

the authors are duly notified. To avoid plagiarism, the journal routinely screens article 

submissions using the iThenticate software. 

In the case where research misconduct is reported to the journal by any stakeholder, the 

Editor-in-Chief will work with the Co-Editors to notify the authors of the issues (without 

disclosing the identity of the complainant) and or the authors' institution(s) and offer 

them reasonable time to respond to the accusation. Suppose the editorial team is 

unsatisfied and determines that misconduct has occurred. In that case, the journal editor 

will consult with the legal team of the journal publisher before issuing a penalty and 

notifying all vested parties. 

DUTIES OF PEER REVIEWERS​

Peer review of manuscripts assists the editor in making editorial decisions and, through 

https://app.ithenticate.com/


the editorial communications with the author, may also assist the author in improving the 

paper. 

Any selected reviewer who feels unqualified to review the research reported in a 

manuscript or knows that its prompt review will be impossible should notify the editor 

and excuse themselves from the review process. In principle, the reviewer should be a 

disinterested party with respect to the author(s) of the manuscript. Best practice is guided 

by an arm’s length principle. It is incumbent upon reviewers to inform the journal editor 

if they become aware of or suspect the possibility of a conflict of interest, which might 

include prior co-authorship, close professional relationship or personal relationship. 

Any manuscripts received for review must be treated as confidential documents. They 

must not be shown to or discussed with others except as authorized by the editor. 

Reviews should be conducted objectively. Personal criticism of the author is 

inappropriate. Reviewers should express their views clearly with supporting arguments. 

Privileged information or ideas obtained through peer review must be kept confidential 

and not used for personal advantage. Reviewers should not consider manuscripts in 

which they have conflicts of interest resulting from competitive, collaborative, or other 

relationships or connections with any of the authors or institutions connected to the 

papers. 

AUTHORSHIP OF THE PAPER​

Authorship should be limited to those who have made a significant contribution to the 

conception, design, execution, or interpretation of the reported study. All those who have 



made significant contributions should be listed as co-authors. Where there are others who 

have participated in certain substantive aspects of the research project, they should be 

acknowledged or listed as contributors. The corresponding author should ensure that all 

appropriate co-authors and no inappropriate co-authors are included on the paper, and 

that all co-authors have seen and approved the final version of the paper and have agreed 

to its submission for publication. 

All authors should disclose in their manuscript any financial or other substantive conflict 

of interest that might be construed to influence the results or interpretation of their 

manuscript. All sources of financial support for the project should be disclosed. 

Authors should present an accurate account of the work performed as well as an objective 

discussion of its significance. Evidence and underlying data should be represented 

accurately in the paper. A paper should contain sufficiently detailed references to permit 

others to reconstruct its argument. Fraudulent or knowingly inaccurate statements 

constitute unethical behaviour and are unacceptable. 

An author should not, in general, publish manuscripts describing essentially the same 

research in more than one journal or primary publication. Submitting the same 

manuscript to more than one journal concurrently constitutes unethical publishing 

behaviour and is unacceptable. 

Proper acknowledgement of the work of others must always be given. Authors should 

cite publications that have been influential in determining the scholarly understanding of 

the question under study. When an author discovers a significant error or inaccuracy in 



their own published work, the author must promptly notify the journal editor or publisher 

and cooperate with the editor to retract or correct the paper. 
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